Artist Profile: Bill Hope
At our 9th Australasian Emissions Reduction Summit, the NSW Government opted for
plain white walls in their booth and commissioned a local artist to decorate the walls
across the two-day event. Sydney Region-based artist & illustrator Bill Hope attended
the Summit over the two days and created a dynamic visual interpretation of carbon
farming to adorn the walls of the booth. We caught up with Bill before the Summit for
a quick chat on what drives him, and how he thinks governments and artists can work
together better to communicate complex issues, such as climate change.

The NSW Government has commissioned you to visually
communicate their research into carbon markets for their
booth at the Summit. How have you approached this?
The main challenge for a piece of work like this is in
creating something that is fun to look at yet still
remains a functional document in helping explain the
ambitions of the Government.
I've tried to tell the story of a single farmer exploring
their options in the carbon credits market and how they
fit into the legislative and business landscape around
them. If it's successful, the conference attendees will
be engaged enough to want to have a good look through
it and hopefully they'll be able to see how they fit into
the broader picture.

Your works have quite a strong element of fantasy in them,
when is your art used to translate the complexities of
reality?
Much of my personal work is irreverent and fantastical,
very different aesthetically to the work I'm making at the
summit. But the thread that runs between them in the
relational ability of metaphor. Metaphor allows people to
view a subject matter in a new light. It can often be
disarming and give people permission to engage with
difficult or complicated subject matters in a safe way.

What comes to mind when you hear the Summit tagline,
urgency, integrity, ambition?
I think they're a very good summation of the task at hand.
Climate change is an urgent concern. The carbon credit
market only works if it has a strong focus on integrity. And
those involved in this work have to be ambitious if they are
to be successful in meaningfully affecting the rise in CO2
levels.

How can the NSW Government best collaborate with artists
to tackle the climate challenge?
I think the task of tackling climate change is so vast that
the average person, myself included, can become
disengaged with their personal role in the process. I think
artists can help envision what the necessary changes
could look and feel like. Ideally they could instill hope
through making a more climate conscious future feel
tangible, possible and desirable.

Bill Hope is represented by The Jacky Winter Group.
Learn more here.

